A LIGHT TO THE WORLD 

John 1:1-14 

Introduction:

I.
Illustration from Actual Factuals. 
II.
Christmas is a surprising time, isn't it? 


A.
It's a time when people are more likely to help someone who is down on their luck. 



1.
It's a time when people feel more charitable, more decent, more loving.



2.
Most charities receive the bulk of their donations this time of year (Without which they could not survive). 


B.
Why is Christmas the only time some reflect the love of God?

Body

I.
JOHN TELLS US, CHRIST COMING WAS IN GOD'S PURPOSE FROM THE BEGINNING.  


A.
"In the beginning was the Word," John says in his prologue, "and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made."  Later in John's prologue we learn that the Word that was with God in the beginning was Jesus. 



1.
When God said, "Let there be light," it was for the purpose of sharing His love. 



2.
When He separated the earth from the waters, it was for the purpose of creating beings upon whom He could pour His beneficence. 


B.
What an amazing event Creation is. 



1.
It is far more difficult to believe such an event happened by accident than to believe there was a Divine Mind, a Divine Purpose, behind it all. 



2.
There was a Divine Purpose and that purpose was Christ: the revealing of God's perfect love to humanity. 


C.
Love is the reason behind the universe. 



1.
We find evidences of God's love throughout the Hebrew Scriptures, but it was the coming of Christ that brought the matter home. 



2.
God had always loved us, but we never knew how much until the babe was born in Bethlehem. 

II.
CHRIST’S COMING IS THE VICTORY OF LIGHT OVER DARKNESS.  


A.
We live in such a brilliantly lighted world that we cannot appreciate the imagery of a world of darkness.  



1.
Imagine a stranger traveling by foot or donkey during the first century.  



2.
Do not assume that crime was not a problem in Jesus' time. 



3.
It was a problem and the darkness held many terrors. 


B.
Then into this world of darkness there shone a great light. John continues his prologue: 



1.
"In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe.  He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world." 



2.
There is no more meaningful imagery in Scripture to describe what Christ's coming into the world meant than the imagery of light overcoming darkness. 

 
C.
And that is Christ's promise to us. The present darkness will be overcome. Light has come into our world. That light is Christ himself. 


D.
Illustration from the Metropolitan Diary:

III.
BEING A CHRISTIAN LIGHT IS THE UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF THOSE WHO FOLLOW JESUS.


A.
John writes: 



1.
"He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God--children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God." 



2.
That is who we are.  Because Christ has come into our world, we have become children of God.



3.
As children of God, we are involved in the unfinished business of Christ.  



4.
We are those who carry the light into the dark places of the world. 



5.
We are those who carry love into hostile and hurting places. 



6.
We are the agents of the Peace of Christ and the hope and the joy of Christ to the world. 

Conclusion

I.
The light has come into the world, John tells us--the light of peace, love and joy, but that was just the beginning. 


A.
Each generation is charged with the responsibility for transmitting that light not only to the following generation.  


B.
Each generation is charged with the responsibility for that light to everyone on earth so that darkness is finally driven out for all time. 

II.
We are like those angels who sang over the Bethlehem stable; we are here to sing Christ's tune to our dark world as well.

