BUILDING A LIFE
I Peter 2: 4-9; John 14:1-12

Introduction

I.
Illustration: "Weather Rock"


A.
In a park in California there is a rock hanging on a rope with a large sign beside it. The sign reads: “Weather Station . . . Check the Rock . . . If it’s wet, it’s raining . . . If it’s moving, it’s windy . . . If you can’t see it, it’s foggy . . . If the rock is gone, it’s a tornado.”


B.
Today we check the Rock . . . or better yet, to use the language of our text from I Peter, the Stone--the Cornerstone on which our lives are built.

II.
Notice What Peter had to say:


A.
As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him--you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it says: ‘See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame (NIV).


B.
Jesus is the cornerstone. It is familiar language to most of us. 

Body
I.
Where do you begin building a life? 


A.
A person begins where every builder begins--with the foundation--with the cornerstone. No building is any stronger or surer than the foundation on which it is built.


B.
Illustrations of weak and sure foundations:


C.
Society understands the need of a good foundation for our young people.



1.
Parents understand the importance of giving their child a good start, a good foundation, in love, Christianity, and education.



2.
Teachers understand that a student must understand the first principles, have a good foundation, before he can understand more difficult ideas.



3.
To build a great life is like building a great building. You start with a sure foundation.


D.
You need to start with what is the most important.



1.
Illustration on what is important:



2.
The expert was giving the class a lesson in time management. Put in the big rocks first. Make sure you have your priorities straight. Take care of the essentials before you get bogged down in the extraneous.



3.
That is a good lesson in managing time. It is also a good lesson in managing life. Put first things first. Make sure your life is built on a strong foundation. 

II.
The best lives, according to both Scripture and life experience, are built on the foundation of Christ. 


A.
Jesus is the Cornerstone according to the Old Testament. 



1.
Isaiah wrote: Behold I am laying in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone (28:16). 



2.
Zechariah wrote: From them will come the Cornerstone, the Peg on which all hope hangs, the Bow that wins the battle, the Ruler over all the earth (10:4). 


B.
Build your life on Christ; this is the testimony of the New Testament.



1.
The foolish man built his house on the sand, symbolic of a life without Christ. The wise man built his house on the rock, Jesus Christ, and it stood all nature sent its way (Matthew 7:24-27).



2.
The firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, The Lord knows those who are His (II Timothy 2:19 NASV).

III.
What does it mean to build your life on Christ in practical terms?


A.
It means, first of all, make Christ the model for your life. 



1.
Draw your values from everything you know about him. His love, his compassion, his acceptance and forgiving spirit. 



2.
Build your life on values and truths that are time-tested, those values and truths that have become universally recognized as the foundation for a lasting society, those values and truths that flow from the life of Christ. 



3.
Make Jesus Christ the model for your life.



4.
Illustration of Oprah Winfrey:



5.
Ask a child who is their inspiration and you will get a variety of answers from the latest sport star to who is hot in Hollywood.



6.
Millions of persons through the centuries have discovered that Christ is the only sure foundation. When we build our lives on Christ, we begin with Him as our model. 


B.
Jesus Christ is our mentor. 



1.
That is, Christ is not only a dead, historical figure whom we admire. 



2.
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Christ is alive in our lives here and now. 



3.
The foundation of our lives is not only a model that we copy; it is a Mentor who dwells within us, guiding us and encouraging us daily.



4.
Illustration from In The Grip of Grace: 


C.
Is it important that Christ be our Mentor? 



1.
Could not other people fill that void just as well? Up to a point, perhaps. But there are areas of our lives in which no other friend is adequate.



2.
A woman fought a long battle with cancer. Her brother, Dr. Earl Wolf, made the trip from Missouri to Pennsylvania to attend her funeral. While he was there, he spent some time leafing through his sister’s Bible. He found this handwritten poem tucked in its pages:
Often on the Rock I tremble,
Faint of heart and weak of knee;
But the steadfast Rock of Ages
Never trembles under me.


3.
When you are battling life’s fiercest foes, you want more than a dead hero or even a live but inadequate friend. You want the Rock of Ages. You want the precious Cornerstone on your side. You want a mentor who is present and who is powerful.

Conclusion

I.
Jesus is our model and our mentor, and he is the mortar that joins our lives with our Christian family. 

II.
How do you build a successful life? 


A.
You build it on the rock. 


B.
You build it beginning with a sure Cornerstone. 


C.
You build it on Christ who is our model and our mentor and the mortar that joins us as believers together as a family--as living stones in His holy temple.
