"CRISTO REDENTOR"

God’s Word Reveals the Christ
Matthew 16:13-20

Specific Purpose:
To portray the nature of Christ as revealed in the Bible the Savior of the world. 

Introduction

I.
There are thousands of tourist visiting Brazil every year, and over sixty percent of them visit mount Cor-cov-a-do.  This mountain rises 2,270 ft. above sea level, and on it summit is a statue of Christ.

II.
Today, the masses of people, even religious people, are in darkness and ignorance of the true Christ.


A.
Christ the statue is a magnificent symbol, but it has a heart of stone.


B
Nothing can compare to the uniqueness of Jesus as God reveals, but the living Christ is ignored, and to many, he never becomes as real as this statue constructed by man.

Transition:  Today do we know the Christ which God reveals in His Word?

BODY

I.
What concept of Christ is held among some of the religions of today?


A.
Do some religious liberals know the Christ?


B.
Does Protestantism know the answer?


C.
Does Catholicism know the answer?

II.
The scriptures presents to us the true and the factual Christ and not one manufactured by human ingenuity.


A.
The only book that God ever wrote, the Bible, reveals the unique human aspect of Christ.



1.
The Old Testament informs that man was made in the image of God and a fact of the New Testament is that God was made in the likeness of man.



2.
Over eighty times in the New Testament Christ is referred to as "the son of man" (e.g. Luke 19:10 and Matthew 16:13).



3.
He "...was in all points tempted like as we are..." (Hebrews 4:15).



4.
Matthew 22:41-45, The passage records the discussion of Jesus and the Pharisees as to who’s son is the Christ. 


B.
The Scriptures reveals to us the Deity of Christ, second in the Godhead three.



1.
Jesus was more than man as foretold by the Prophets (Isaiah 9:6; 7:14 and Matthew 1:23).



2.
His Deity was acknowledged by others (John 20:28, Philippians 2:5 and John 1:1-3).



3.
While Jesus is on earth he claims deity, "I and the Father are one" (John 10:30).



4.
Jesus demonstrates His divinity (John 20:30-13).  




a.
He demonstrates His power over Quality in turning the Water to Wine (John 2:1-11).




b.
He demonstrates His power over Space in healing the Nobleman’s Son (John 4:46-54).




c.
He demonstrates His power over Time in healing the Impotent Man (John 5:1-9).




d.
He demonstrates His power over Quantity in Feeding the Five Thousand (John 6:1-15).




e.
He demonstrates His power over Nature in Walking on the Water (John 6:16-21).




f.
He demonstrates His power over Disease in healing the Blind Man (John 9:1-4).




g.
He demonstrates His power over Death in raising Lazarus from the Dead (John 11:1-46).



5.
The announcements from heaven surely declares the truism from God, "This is my beloved Son" (Matthew 3:17; 17:5 and John 12:28-30).


C.
Christ is shown to be a Prophet, Priest and King.



1.
Some have enjoyed two offices, but only Christ has held all three at once.



2.
Christ is all three.


D.
The writers, all guided by the Holy Spirit in recording the Bible, reveal Christ as Savior.



1.
What a wonderful thought to contemplate that this one who is God, leaves heaven to die for you and for me, rises for our justification and goes to prepare a place for us.



2.
In coming to earth Jesus seeks "to save that which was lost" (Luke 19:10).



3.
Everyone sins and falls short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23), resulting in our inability to extricate ourselves from the power of sin.




a.
At the birth of Jesus, it is announced that He will "...save his people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21).




b.
While on earth, Jesus has the power to forgive sins (Matthew 9:6).




c.
Now, He is the propitiation for our sins (I John 2:1-2).



4.
He is our only Savior (Acts 4:12).



5.
Paul inform us that we should be looking forward to the "glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ" (Titus 2:13 NKJV).

Conclusion


I.
Jesus Christ, the condescension of divinity, and the exaltation of humanity.


A.
In His life, Christ is an example, showing us how to live. 


B.
In His death, Christ is a sacrifice, satisfying for our sins.


C.
In His resurrection, Christ is a conqueror. 


D.
In His ascension, Christ is the King.


E.
In His intercession, Christ is our high priest.

II.
The Bible reveals Christ as the incomparable one, and without doubt our Savior.


A.
Because He becomes man and is tempted, Jesus extends mercy and sympathy.


B.
Because he is equal to God and has died to pay the debt for sin He offers to all salvation.






