Change is Possible

Galatians 1:11-14

Introduction
I.
There are many people who don’t like Change.


A.
Example:  A woman who bought a piece of needlework at a craft fair. 


B.
The principle thing most people don’t like to change is themselves.



1.
How many people are caught in a troubled marriage who refuse to seek counseling?



2.
How many people are caught in the cycle of chemical abuse, feeling desperate about their lives, but still will not seek help because it requires change?



3.
How many are unhappy with their lot in life, trying frantically to find happiness, but will not take the one step necessary to change themselves?


C.
The Pharisees, during the days of  Christ, did not want change.



1.
They were afraid that change would cause them to lose their social status.



2.
They even went so far as to agree that if anyone confess Jesus as the Christ, they should be put out of the synagogue (John 9:22).



3.
Many Jewish leaders refused to confess Jesus, even though they believed, lest they should be put out of the synagogue (John 12:42).

II.
Change is difficult even when it is in our best  interest.


A.
The standard type writer keyboard is a good example.


B.
The watch makers of Switzerland did not want to change.


C.
Change is more difficult for some of us than for others, with some preferring death to change.



1.
People abuse their bodies and die rather than do something about it.



2.
People abuse their marriage partners and watch a good relationship die rather than make the necessary changes.



3.
People abuse their souls and watch those souls wither and die rather than plug in to the regenerating power of god’s love.

Transition:
Change is difficult, but it is possible. Paul is the best evidence that people can and do change.

Body
I.
First, we must want to change.


A.
Example from The Wide World of  Sports, “The thrill of victory and agony of defeat.”


B.
As God’s children we understand change.



1.
Paul asked, Shall we continue in sin (Roman 6:1-6).



2.
The Corinthians were told that a Christian is a new creature; old things are passed away;  behold all things are become new (II Corinthians 5:17).



3.
Listen to what God told Israel through Ezekiel: As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel? (Ezekiel 33:11).



4.
Jesus said we are to be converted and become like little children (Matthew 18:3).

II.
Secondly,  we must have a vision of something better to which we can aspire.


A.
Each of us needs a vision.



1.
Proverbs 29:18  Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained  (NASV).



2.
The New Testament is constantly reminding Christians to keep their eyes on the goal (e.g. Hebrew 12:1-2).


B.
Example: Daniel and bonsai tree from Karate Kid.



1.
If we see ourselves as the type of Christians we should be it guides us in making the proper choices.



2.
The are limits. 




a.
Visualizing yourself six feet tall will not make it so.




b.
Still, seeing ourselves as we might be, as God created us to be, can motivate us to change.



3.
Remember out of the heart proceeds the issue of  life (Matthew 15:9).

Conclusion
I.
Most of all, change comes when we surrender our will to God.


A.
Paul persecuted the Church, even holding the robes of Stephen while the mob stoned him to death.


B.
Paul’s conversion is an illustration of one totally surrendering to the will of  God.



1.
He was not the product of a New Year’s resolution or a naïve desire to somehow live a better life.



2. 
He unconditionally surrendered to God.

II.
We can change if we really are willing. 

