Forgiveness 

John 20:19-31

Introduction

I.
Illustration of the movie, THE BRIDGE ON THE RIVER KWAI:

II.
It has been said that there are three kindred spirits of the human heart -- Giving, Forgiving and Thanksgiving


A.
Usually, where you find one, you will find the others.


B.
There is no peace and can not be reconciliation with God without forgiveness.

III.
Forgiveness is not, just ignoring those who wrong us; it is more than refusing to strike blow for blow, tooth for tooth; i t is not ignoring the sin; it is not putting the offender on probation, while we discuss how inexcusable his behavior was and promising to forget if there are now more offenses.

Body

I.
WE KNOW THAT FORGIVENESS IS CENTRAL TO THE LIVING OUT OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH.  


A.
The Bible teaches the necessity of forgiveness.



1.
The Lord stated in His model prayer: Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. (Matthew 6:12). 



2.
Notice what is revealed as our responsibilities, Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice.  And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you  (Ephesians 4:31-32). 



3.
Jesus wanted even Caesar’s soldiers to be forgiven; he wanted the Jews to be forgiven who instigated his crucifixion; Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do (Luke 23:33-34).



4.
The apostle Paul put it this way, bearing one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do (Colossians 3:13).


B.
Forgiveness is exemplified in the Bible.



1.
Easu forgave Jacob (Genesis 33:4).



2.
Joseph forgave his brethren (Genesis 45:5-15).



3.
David forgave Saul (I Samuel 24:9-22).



4.
The father forgave his wayward son (Luke 15:11-32).


C.
Forgiveness is a rare commodity in our society. 



1.
Dr. Thomas G. Long, of Princeton Seminary example:



2.
It is difficult to find examples of forgiveness in our land today. Nowadays the cry is for revenge, retribution. 


D.
Christians know that forgiveness is central to the living out of the Christian faith



1.
Forgiveness may be the hardest thing Jesus calls on us to do. 



2.
Most of us have no trouble with the bulk of God’s commands. But to forgive someone who has wronged us that’s tough!

E.
Test yourself to tell if you have forgiven. Ask…



1.
Do I rejoice when I hear of some misfortune assailing my offender?



2.
Do I purposefully avoid his presence?



3.
Do I speak to her hesitatingly?



4.
Do I prayer for my offender?



5.
Have I sought an opportunity to do him a favor?

II.
IT’S TOUGH EVEN THOUGH WE KNOW THAT SEEKING REVENGE IS ALMOST ALWAYS COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. 


A.
Did you know that Jesus was giving us a success strategy when he told us to forgive our enemies; He was. 



1.
It never pays to seek revenge. 



2.
It may make us feel better, but it is nearly always counterproductive. 



3.
Forgiveness is a key to a successful life. 


B.
Each person can forgive, because God does not require the impossible.



1.
The great man Joseph was able to forgive his enslavers.



2.
Stephen was able to forgive his executioners.

III.
FORGIVENESS OF SIN IS A PRIVILEGE THAT CHRIST GIVES HIS FOLLOWERS. 


A.
Listen to a verse from our Scripture lesson a verse that we so often overlook: 



1.
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, Peace be with you! 



2.
After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. 



3.
The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you. 



4.
Next, He breathed on them and said, Receive the Holy Spirit. 



5.
Now note this verse, If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven . . . Think about that for a moment! 



6.
Not only do we have the responsibility to forgive sins, WE HAVE THE POWER TO FORGIVE SINS. This is a staggering thought, spoken by Jesus to His followers.



7.
The Church has never taken the concept of forgiveness seriously. The Church is the one place in this world where forgiveness is to be found.



8.
What a privilege it is to me to stand before you as minister and to tell those of you who are Christians, You are forgiven.  


B.
Not only do we have the responsibility to forgive as Christians, but we have the power to announce to people that their sins have been forgiven.

Conclusion

I.
Forgiveness is central to the living out of the Christian faith.  


A.
As followers of Jesus, we have the responsibility to forgive. 


B.
We have the power to announce to our friends, our family, our neighbors, that in Jesus Christ their sins are forgiven. 

II.
Have you been forgiven?

