FREEDOM’S SONG

Galatians 6:5-10

Introduction

I.
Not long ago, a group of youngsters were questioned at random on what they liked about the United States. Here is a sample of the answers:


A.
Jackie, age 9--"We've got more stuff and things in America than anywhere in the world. We have pizza as well and it don't grow any other place on earth except maybe Italy." 


B.
Heather, age 5--"America is the best because people in other countries are smaller and they get trodden on easy." 


C.
Elliott, age 9--"Everybody wants to live in America because we own the moon. The President bought the moon from God for a million dollars and I saw him send spacemen up on T.V." 


D.
Tina, age 6--"America is great because you get the best friends here. The last time I counted, I had a thousand friends and I don't know anyone with as many friends as me." 


E.
David, age 9--"America is great because it's bigger and has more supermarkets. I don't know much about other countries except Russia. I know there's a lot of Russians in Russia." 


F.
Jonathan, age 8--"Other countries aren't free like America. They won't let you go to church and if you do, they throw you in prison and whip you." 


G.
Sean, age 9--"America is great because they have the most plumbers in the world. That's because we've got more tubs. I want to be a plumber like my uncle 'cause he's real rich." 


H.
And Lew, age 6, brings us back down to earth. Asked what he liked about America, the youngster replied, "What's America?" 

II.
I know I speak for everyone in this room when I say that we as Christians enjoy a most precious gift the gift of freedom.  


A.
This gift we enjoy, Jesus paid dearly to secure for us. Remember what it took for Jesus to grant us forgiveness, reconciliation and freedom from traditions and customs of the past.  


B.
Have you thought about what it took to give us this freedom? 


C.
What does it mean to be a Christian?  



1.
It means that another has given of His life's blood to forge our freedom.  



2.
We dare not take His sacrifices for granted. 



3.
Let's think for a moment about what the gift of freedom means for our lives. 

Body

I.
FIRST OF ALL, FREEDOM CARRIES WITH IT RESPONSIBILITIES. Freedom does not set us free from responsibilities, but adds to them. 


A.
Illustration from the Book Wickford Point:


B.
Freedom walks hand in hand with responsibility.



1.
Each of us shall give account of himself to God  (Romans 14:12).



2.
Therefore as my beloved … work out your own salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians 2:12).



3.
“We that have a good understanding have much to answer for” (Shakespeare, As You Like It Act V Sc.1).



4.
Responsibility is the thing people dread most of all; yet it is the one thing in the world that develops us and gives fiber to our maturity.



5. 
In man’s desires to escape responsibility, he creates a deterministic theory ascribing negative qualities to heredity and environment, as if he could not change his negative traits.




a.
“I can’t help it.”




b.
“I’m just like my parents.”




c.
“I was an abused child…”




d.
“I was deprived of the right influence…”




e.
“I was born in the wrong neighborhood…”




f.
These do cause many difficulties, but not an excuse.



6.
Our freedom can be not greater than our obligations and responsibilities.

II.
FREEDOM ALSO CARRIES WITH IT CONSEQUENCES.  


A.
Freedom to drive a car carries with it the terrible weight of responsibility for the damage that a car out-of-control can do.  


B.
Freedom to eat what you choose carries with it the responsibility to choose healthy foods and not to overindulge.

 
C.
Paul writes about freedom in our lesson from Galatians: 



"Be not deceived, God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life" (Galatians 6:7-8).



1.
Freedom means that we reap whatever we sow.  



2.
It is one of the primary laws of life. If we sow a good life, we reap a good life.  If we sow a tawdry, indulgent life, we reap accordingly.  It is our choice.  



3.
That is why Paul counsels us:  "And let us not be weary in well-doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not." 


D.
Freedom carries with it consequences.  



1.
One of the consistent themes of Paul's writings is the precarious balance between freedom and license.  



2.
Paul knew that what often seems to be freedom leads not to wholeness and health but to disintegration and death.  



3.
Many people lose the things most precious to them because they cannot handle the gift of freedom.


E.
Did you that Harriet Tubman freed thousands of slaves and would have freed more, if they truly understood they were slaves. 



1.
There are people who are slaves and don't even know it slaves to dangerous and disgusting habits. 



2.
There are many slaves to dehumanizing and degrading lifestyles.



3.
There are many slaves to self-defeating attitudes and life-denying practices. We live in a society that thinks it can defy the laws of sowing and reaping, but it is an illusion. 

III.
OUR FREEDOM COST CHRIST HIS LIFE. 


A.
Here is the testimony of the New Testament: Christ died so that we can be free. 



1.
No wonder Peter recorded:  "For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just and the just and unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit  (I Peter 3:18).



2.
Our freedom came at a great price the price of Christ's blood. 


B.
When we consider the success or failure our freedom, remember that freedom came at the price of Christ’s death.

Conclusion

I.
The cost of freedom is high. 


A.
For those of the Underground Railroad it meant facing many dangers.  


B.
For Christ it meant Golgotha's and all the suffering of the cross. 

II.
What does your freedom mean to you? 


A.
I hope it means a life of responsible! 


B.
I hope it means living a life in service to God!


C.
Freedom is a precious gift. 


D.
Abuse of freedom carries consequences of eternal bondage. 

