I LOVE YOU, MAN! 

John 21:15-17

Introduction

I.
Illustration of Bob Wallace “I Love You”.    

II.
Jesus asked Peter Do you love me? (John 21:15f).

A.
The resurrected Jesus showed Himself a third time to His disciples asked Peter, "Do you love me?" 



1.
This was a hard question for a fisherman from the docks. 



2.
Peter wasn't like the goofy fellow in the beer commercial who blurts out, "I love you, man!" in order to get the other man's beer.  



3.
Peter was not used to sharing at such a personal level. 


B.
Even though Peter loved Jesus dearly, he had difficulty saying right out to Jesus, "I love you." 



1.
Peter first responds by saying, Yes Lord, You know I that I love You (John 21:15).



2.
Next, Peter responds, Lord, you know all things; You know that I love you (John 21:17).

Body

I.
AS A LEADER JESUS HAD A THEME, AND THAT THEME WAS "LOVE." 


A.
Jesus was asked, Which is the great commandment in the law? 



1.
He quickly answered, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment   (Matthew 22:37-38). 



2.
He volunteered the second greatest commandment, You shall love your neighbor as yourself  (Matthew 22:39).


B.
Notice, what Jesus taught Nicodemus who came to seek truth from him.



1.
Jesus taught him about the new birth.



2.
Also, Jesus talked about the love of God for human beings, because within this context that Jesus said, For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16). 

II.
PETER WAS MOVING FROM DENIAL TO SERVICE.


A.
It is not surprising that Jesus came to call Peter back into service.  



1.
This triple confession inevitably calls to mind the three denials.



2.
There were three questions, three beautiful confessions, but before the cross there were three denials with even cursing. 


B.
This event grieved Peter, but it gave him a chance to wipe out his guilt and verify his loyalty to Jesus. Do you love me, Peter?


1.
Peter’s younger life was filled with uninhibited and undisciplined actions.



2.
Peter’s immaturity would now change because his future responsibilities required constant commitment to spiritual things.



3.
The gospel is richer for this triple confession of Peter’s love for Jesus.

III.
LOVE IS AT THE CENTER OF THE CHRISTIAN'S WALK WITH GOD. 


A.
 Illustration of how an older Christian remains faithful:


B.
There is a different type of love expressed to our fellow man than that we express for God.



1. 
John 14:15 If you love Me, keep My commandments.  Complete surrender to God and His will.



2.
I Corinthians 13:1-7 Emphasizes that love seeks what is best for the other person. It does not always mean it gets it way, because that is not always what is best. 


C.
What a difference it makes when you believe that at the center of life is someone who loves you.



1.
Illustration of a professed atheist:



2.
Illustration of a person who forsook the church:



3.
We all hunger for the assurance of true love, don't we? 


D.
I think about how the Bible assures me that Jesus loves me, I see several pictures.



1.
I see Jesus, against the counsel of his disciples, take up little children in his arms and bless them. 



2.
I see Jesus stopping a parade to respond to the cries of a blind street beggar.  



3.
I see Jesus going home with Zacchaeus, a hated tax collector, to demonstrate to him that God still loved him.  



4.
I see Jesus responding to the hunger needs of five thousand people by directing his disciples to feed them.  



5.
I see Jesus talking to a woman with a bad reputation at the well. Through her faith in God, Jesus helps her find a new life.  



6.
I see Jesus coming to the rescue of a woman who was about to be stoned.  Jesus instructed the crowd, Let him who is without sin cast the first stone. 



7.
I see Jesus breaking a loaf of bread, just before he goes to the Cross, saying, This  is my body which is broken for you. 



8.
When I think of the Cross, I remember the words of Paul, For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him (II Corinthians 5:21).



9.
To the Christians at Rome, Paul wrote, But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). 


E.
And so Jesus asks Peter this simple question, "Do you love me?" 



1.
Simon Peter didn't answer with a meaningless, "I love you, man!" 



2.
He answered simply, "You know that I love you." 



3.
Simon Peter showed his love for Christ in the life and ministry he had from that day forward. 

Conclusion

I.
Warren Wiersbe's descrides the impact of this question on Peter's life. 



At one time Peter had wayward feet, but Andrew brought him to Jesus.  



And then one night Peter had some wet feet because he was walking on the water.



Then he had washed feet when Jesus knelt before him and washed his feet.  



He had wandering feet when he denied the Lord. 



But later he had willing feet.
II.
 Remember, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace (Romans 10:15). 


A.
If, Jesus confronted you with the question he asked Simon Peter, Do you love me? How would you answer? 


B.
There's one way to know; are we following in the direction Christ traveled?

