 “My Grace is Sufficient”

II Corinthians 12:7-9

1.
Paul does not tell what his thorn in the flesh was because it is not the identity that is important, but the manner in which he deals with it.


a.
His first reaction, so far as the record goes, was to pray; and the Bible tells us that he prayed three times.



1.
Paul’s experience here was similar to that of Christ in Gethsemane.



2.
They both prayed three times that they might be delivered from a great ordeal.



3.
In neither instance was their petition granted. 



4.
The New Testament clearly says that God heard both prayers.



5.
We know he granted strength to both which was equal to the trial at hand.


b.
He second reaction was to do the will of  God regardless of the cost.


c.
When we are weak in ourselves, then we are strong in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ; when we see ourselves weak, then we go out of ourselves to Christ.  Only then do we qualify to receive strength and grace from God.

2.
In the words of the old hymn: 


He giveth more grace when the burden grows greater.  


He sendeth more strength when the labors increase.  


To added affliction He addeth His mercy; 


To multiplied trials,  His multiplied peace.  


His love has no limit,  His grace has no measure, 


His pow'r has no boundaries known unto men; 


For out of His infinite riches in Jesus, He giveth  and giveth and giveth again.
3.
A poet said, 


The grace of God is an inward light 


That makes the path before us always bright  . . . 

4.
Why say “NO?”


a.
A three-year-old’s definition of lve would be something like this:  If Mommy really loved me, she’d let me eat all the candy I want.



An eight-year-old’s definition of love would be something like this: If our classroom teacher really loved us, she would let us spend 4 hours a day at recess.


b.
As we grow older our definition does not get much better.  We feel that if God really loved us, He’d let us have our own way, give us the possessions we desire, and put us into the situation we want to be in.


c.
Real love is sometimes tough!  It is not always what we want.  A God who loves us will do what is best for us and the does not always fit into our desires.


d.
Jude 21 Keep yourselves in the Love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Christ to eternal life (NASV). {KJV is Looking for.}

5.
Cat lovers know that their are some kittens the petted lovingly on your lab will purr loudly enough to drown out the T.V.  With the same love intentions you can pick up another cat and it will spit, scratch and bristle.  In the same way we accept God’s love and decisions for our life.  We must accept the fact that God is in charge of the universe.
6.
Paul accept that God would do what was best for him and so he did not grumble because he did not get his way.


a.
A grumbler is a person that does not know how to handle the unhappiness which naturally occurs when disappointed in a person or event.  


b.
Rather than finding appropriate ways to show their discontent, they stir up unhealthy conflicts.  They are like termites slowly chewing on theirs and other’s foundations and visions of God’s people.

7.
We must trust in God to do what is Best for us.


a.
Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are called according to his purpose.

b.
e.g. The story of The Troubled Grandmother:



An old woman had, for years, been thoroughly overcome by all kinds of troubles and trials in life.  Her family had done all they could for her, but nothing seemed to help.  Finally, they gathered together one day and told her.  "Grandma, we've done all we can for you.  From now on you're just going to have to trust God."  A look of  fear and total dejection came over her face as she said, "Oh, dear.  Has it come to that?"   It always comes to that

8.

It is easy to enjoy victory. It is hard to deal with defeat. It is easy to enjoy success. It is hard to deal with failure. 


a.

I have always had a profound respect and admiration for any person who refused to surrender his or her life to failure. 



1.

I have great respect for a person who has never been married who builds a positive, productive life that is filled with faith and involvement. 





But I have even greater respect for a person who has experienced a devastating divorce and still builds a positive, productive life that is focused on God. 





A failed marriage can easily create a bitterness that will devour your heart and soul. 





It is common for a failed marriage to destroy your confidence, to murder your self esteem, and to strip you of any vestige of dignity or worth. 





Building a faith-focused life while refusing to surrender to some of life's most powerful negative forces is an incredible accomplishment.


b.

I have great respect for any person who through integrity, honesty, faith, and hard work succeeds in any career or business. 





True success never comes easily. 





It is not easy to succeed in any form in enterprise. 





Success in anything takes sacrifice, commitment, and lots of hard work.


c.

I have even greater respect for any person who through integrity, honesty, faith, and hard work succeeds in a career or business after experiencing a career or business failure. 





After such failure, it is hard to trust God. 





It is hard to find any confidence in your ability. 





It is awfully hard to continue to hold to your integrity, your honesty, and your faith. 





Having failed once, it is hard to set aside your fears, restore your confidence, and rebuild your dreams.

9.

As Christians, we struggle to develop faith in God--it is never easy to learn to trust God. 



a.
Perhaps the most difficult faith to develop is the faith that trusts God to help us overcome our failures. 





We all experience failures--many, many failures. 





Every single failure we experience begins in our hearts and minds. 



b.

The most difficult faith to develop is the faith that allows God to help us discover and address the failures that are within us.



c.

A Christian must learn to trust that: 





God can still the storms that rage "in here?" 





God can strengthen me to endure in the trying, demanding moments of my life "in here?" 





God can heal what is broken "in here?" 





God can help me understand what I do not grasp, help me see what I am blind to, help me face what I have always run from.



d.

Everyone of us have storms "in here." 





Everyone of us must deal with trying, demanding moments "in here." 





Everyone of us has something broken "in here" that desperately needs to be healed, that only God can heal. 





Everyone of us have things that we do not grasp, blind spots, and things that we run from.

10.

In the gospel of Matthew, we are told that Jesus told people that they had little faith four times. 


a.

In Matthew 6:30, he told those who were filled with anxiety about their physical needs that they were people of little faith
. 


b.

In Matthew 8:26, Jesus' disciples were filled with fear as a storm was swamping their boat, and Jesus said that they had little faith. 


c.

In Matthew 14:31, Peter was walking to Jesus on a stormy sea at night. 


d.

When he was within reach of Jesus, he suddenly became afraid and began to sink. 

Finally:

In every area of life, we need great faith and trust. In every dimension of our lives, we need faith and trust. We urgently need to learn how to trust God in all areas of human existence. 

But in no area of life do we need faith more, do we need to trust God more, than in the areas of our infirmities and feebleness. Without trust, these areas will defeat us. 

