DOGGED DETERMINATION 

Luke 9:57-62 

Introduction

I.
An analysis of Luke 9 quickly reveals.


A.
It reveals three prospective followers of Jesus.



1.
There is the enthusiastic and excited prospect who declared his intentions to following Jesus which soon found that following meant no settled occupation but meant being an itinerant. Significantly, no more is heard of prospect number one(vs. 57-58).



2.
Prospect number two would follow Jesus, but first had to take care of his father, but Jesus points out there can be no higher priority than one’s duty to God. Significantly, no more is heard of prospect number two (vs. 59-60).



3.
The request of prospect number three seems reasonable, but Jesus knew of the pressures the man would encounter at home and the persuasions that would hinder his discipleship, and he promptly replied using a metaphor. If you want to plow a straight furrow you must look ahead not behind (vs. 61-62).


B.
Jesus was quite familiar with all the little details that marked life in such a rural community as Nazareth and His divine genius is seen in the use of such things as sowing, reaping, casting fish nets, making bread and carving yokes the symbolism of eternal truth.

Transition:
One who plows must look before him so as not to plow a crooked and bad furrow. So also he who desires to be a member of Christ’s kingdom should never allow other matters to distract his attention.

Body

I.
WE ALL KNOW THAT ONE OF THE SECRETS TO SUCCESS IN LIFE IS SIMPLY KEEP ON KEEPING ON. 


A.
Persistence in the physical world has its payoff.



1.
Harry Jamieson was a legendary hardware salesman back in the 1940s. 



2.
We tell our young people that perfect practice makes perfect, signifying a need for persistence.  


B.
Jesus said to a certain man, "Follow me." But the man replied, "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family." Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God" (Luke 9:62).

II.
ONE OF THE GREAT SECRETS OF SUCCESS IN LIFE IS THAT OF PERSEVERENCE. 


A.
People often fail because they quit too soon. They give up before they have a chance to realize success.



1.
John Wesley was one person who discovered that success comes from not giving up. Let me read some excerpts from his diary: 




Sunday, A.M., May 5 Preached in St. Anne's.  Was asked not to come back anymore. 




Sunday, P.M., May 5 Preached in St. John's.  Deacons said, "Get out and stay out." 




Sunday, A.M., May 12 Preached in St. Jude's.  Can't go back there, either. 




Sunday, A.M., May 19 Preached in St. Somebody Else's.  Deacons called special meeting and said I couldn't return. 




Sunday, P.M., May 19 Preached on street. Kicked off street. 




Sunday, A.M., May 26 Preached in meadow.  Chased out of meadow as bull was turned loose during service. 




Sunday, A.M., June 2 Preached out at the edge of town.  Kicked off the highway. 




Sunday, P.M., June 2 Afternoon, preached in a pasture.  TEN THOUSAND PEOPLE CAME OUT TO HEAR ME.  



2.
John Wesley would not give in or give up. Jesus said, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God." 


B.
One of the secrets of a successful life is to simply persevere. 



1.
We saw this in the Vietnam conflict.  



2.
The parable of the Unjust Judge is an example of a widow’s persistence (Luke 18:1-5).



3.
"No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back."

II.
Good things happen when we hang in there and will not be defeated.  THIS IS PARTICULARLY TRUE WHEN OUR CAUSE IS JUST AND OUR GOALS ARE LOFTY.   


A.
The church at Smyrna was being persecuted because of their Christianity (Rev. 2:8-11).



1.
They were being thrown into prison and suffering tribulation (v. 10).



2.
They were encouraged to be faithful unto death, and they would receive a crown of life (v. 10).



B.
Now, there are some people who ought to give up and quit.  



1.
There was a story in the newspapers not too long ago about a robber in Virginia Beach, Va. who ought to be looking for another line of work..   



2.
Sin should be given up. 


C.
There are times when wise persons cut their losses. However, if your cause is just and your goals are lofty, that is a different matter. 



1.
Notice that Jesus said, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD."  



2.
If the kingdom of God is your goal, then you should never look back. You should hang in there. You should not quit regardless of your circumstances.



3.
A life-long marriage is like that. 



4.
"No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God."  The imagery is vivid, isn't it?--the plowman concentrating on the furrow before him, guides the plow with one hand while goading the oxen with the other.  Looking away even for a moment would result in a crooked furrow. Whatever you do, says Jesus, don't look back.  

III.
LIFE-LONG COMMITMENT IS WHAT WE OWE TO GOD. 


A.
This is the message of this verse. Commitment to Christ and to his people is not to be entered into half-heartedly. 


B.
In the early days of the church, countless people lost their lives as martyrs for Christ.  

Conclusion
I.
Perseverance is particularly important when our cause is just and our goals are lofty.


A.
You and I will probably never have our lives physically threatened because we follow Jesus.


B.
There is no loftier goal than that of serving Christ.

II.
Will you no come?

