" How We Assist Satan"

I Corinthians 5:17
Introduction

I.
Questions we need to ask ourselves!


A.
Would you knowingly assist Satan by creating opportunities for him? 


B.
Would you create advantages for Satan by opening a door of opportunity for him? 



1.
For example, would you help Satan create an opportunity for your son to vandalize? 



2.
For example, would you help Satan create the opportunity for someone to sexually assault your daughter? 



3.
For example, would create an opportunity for you children to commit a lie, robbery or adultery?



4.
For example, would you help Satan create the opportunity to have your husband to embezzle or have an affair? 



5.
For example, would you help Satan create the opportunity to have your wife held as a hostage or abused by someone? 



6.
For example, would you help Satan create the opportunity to hurt your best friend? 


C.
Are you wondering to yourself, "Danny, you have asked some ridiculous questions before. But those are the most ridiculous questions that you ever asked! It is absolutely ridiculous to think that anyone in this church building would create an opportunity for Satan to hurt those we love!" 

II.
When we hear about violent acts against Christians in far off places, we see Satan's work. 


A.
One quickly recognizes violent assaults on people who believe in Christ as the work of Satan. 


B.
Does Satan only uses violence to assault people who believe in Christ? 

Body

I.
It is very simple to create opportunities for Satan, and Satan quickly accepts every opportunity that we provide him. 


A.
Paul wanted the Christians at Ephesus to be fully aware of the fact that we can give Satan opportunity. 



1.
In Ephesians 4, Paul informs us as Christians that we should not act and behave like the people who do not believe in the living God. Our obedience to and acceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord must change our behavior. 



2.
Listen to what Paul says in Ephesians 4:25-32:



3.
Paul urges them not to give the devil an opportunity; some translations state do not give Satan a foothold (a secure position to put the feet in climbing). 


B.
A classic example of giving Satan an opportunity is found in Genesis 4. 



1.
Two brothers, Cain and Abel, offered a sacrifice to God. 



2.
Cain regarded God's rejection of his sacrifice as a personal insult, and he was angry and depressed. 



3.
Genesis 4:6, 7 Then the Lord said to Cain, Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it. (NASV) 



4.
In fact, God asked Cain to explain why he was angry. 



5.
But Cain nursed his anger, and he gave Satan opportunity. 



6.
He gave Satan opportunity. 

II.
One of the greatest pains Satan inflicts on us is inflicted by successfully controlling or destroying someone we love. 


A.
To watch Satan use evil to destroy someone we love creates a pain that we cannot explain with mere words. 



1.
For a husband or a wife to watch evil destroy a loved spouse is agonizing. 



2.
For a parent to watch evil destroy a child is cruelty beyond description. 



3.
For a friend to watch evil destroy a dear friend is deep grief. 


B.
Christians who love God and trust Jesus do not consciously help Satan assault the people they love, but do we allow Satan to deceive us into doing precisely that!



1.
We are manipulated by providing Satan opportunities by calling them recreation, personal development, success, progressive living, influence, coping with life and stress. 



2.
Allow me to illustrate: 


C.
Consider a few passages:



1.
Matthew 5:14, 16



2.
Philippians 2:15



3.
I Thessalonians 5:22

III.
Were you to decide this moment, "I will not help Satan find opportunity to hurt or cause anyone to sin," how would you accomplish that? 


A.
It is not a simple decision, and it is a very complicated commitment and directly involves every human relationship in your life.



1.
We all are imperfect, because we all struggle with evil in our lives, there is no simple way to stop creating opportunities for Satan



2.
Again, let me discuss just one situation; I fully acknowledge that creating opportunities for Satan is a problem in every relationship that we have. 



3.
Think with me just a moment about being a parent and rearing your child. 


B.
Each of us have an influence which must be guarded, because of the influence of God's Church.



1.
We must stand for the truth with love and integrity.



2.
When there is sin we must teach against it and restore the person considering ourselves so that we do not sin.

Conclusion

I. 
Will you do something in the courage of your faith? 


A. 
Will you examine every relationship in your life? 


B. 
Will you honestly ask God for an open mind and heart? 


C. 
Then, will you honestly answer this question? 



1. 
Do I help Satan create opportunities to assault the people in my life? 



2. 
After asking that question, will you pray for the strength and guidance to constructively work with every situation you need to address? 

II. 
Is God "for real" in your life? 


A. 
Are you honestly concerned about living for God? 


B. 
Are you just concerned about having an acceptable religion? 


C. 
The answers to the questions we examined this morning reveals if God is working in your life or if Satan is working in your life. 
