“Without Me You Can do Nothing”
John 15:5
1.
Jesus often illustrated spiritual relations and spiritual things by natural ones.  He employed this method to make spiritual truths clear to those sincerely seeking the will of Heaven, to conceal truth from the dishonest and the narrative used a technique which cause men to assent to the truth before they realized it applicability to them personally.

2.
The context of John 15:5, Read 15:1-8.


The Vineyard is God’s (verse 1).


The True Vine is Christ (verses 1-2).


The branches are Christians (verses 5-6).

3.
The branches must be in the vine because they cannot:


a.
Maintain life without the vine


b.
The cannot grow without the vine


c.
They cannot bear fruit without the vine (verses 4-5).

4.
What happens to a man if he does not abide in Him?  (read verse 6)


a.
He is cast forth.


b.
He is withered.


c.
Gathered.


d.
Cast into the fire.


e.
Burned

5.
This lesson is the summation of the first two lessons, “I Can Do All Things” and “My Grace is Sufficient.”  We can all things through Christ and the Grace of God is found in Christ.  Now we learn that we can do nothing without Christ.


a.
We can not properly love, forgive, be a peacemaker, control our thoughts, be happy or be content in any situation (Lesson 1).


b.
We can not have the benefit of God’s Grace (Lesson 2).

6.
One of the main points of this illustration is surely to demonstrate that our resources come from God.


a.
Have you considered the great source of sustenance  from God,  and are you making full use of it? 


b.
Have you mined the resources of heaven to their fullest extent?  


c.
We, the "people of the light," ought to be wise enough to know that if we hope to survive the pressures of the times in which we live, our only hope is found in the living on the holy nourishment of God.

7.
Since we are talking about getting the proper nourishment, today, I thought I would share with you eight dieting tips that I picked up recently. 


a.
Tip 1: If no one sees you eat it, it has no calories.


b.
Tip 2: If you drink a diet soda with a candy bar, they will cancel each other out.


c.
Tip 3:  Calories don't count if you eat with someone and you both eat the same amount.


d.
Tip 4:  Food taken for medicinal purposes does not count. This includes toast, hot chocolate, and Sara Lee chocolate cake.


e.
Tip 5:  If you fatten up everyone around you, you'll look thinner.


f.
Tip 6:  Snacks consumed at a movie do not count as they are part of the entertainment. For example: Milk Duds, popcorn with butter, red licorice and M&Ms.


g.
Tip 7:  Pieces of cookies contain no calories. The process of breaking causes a calorie leakage.


h.
Tip 8: Late-night snacks have no calories. The refrigerator light is not strong enough for the calories to see their way into the calorie counter.


i.
I hope you find these tips helpful.  They work for me.

8.
WE FIND NOURISHMENT, FIRST OF ALL, IN GOD'S WORD.


a.
The Bible is a stream that flows.



1.
It flows from Eden, then on to the Red Sea where God saved the children of Israel, then to the Jordan where Jesus was baptized, and on to the Sea of Galilee, where Jesus called his first disciples, and then into our lives as we drink its life-giving waters.



2.
How sad it is that so many of us have ceased going to the Word to drink and be refreshed.



3.
Notice the lyrics to some of the songs we sing, e.i. “The Precious Book Divine.”




How precious is the Book Divnine,




By inspiration giv’n!




Bright as a lamp its precepts shine,




To guide my soul to heav’n




This lamp, thro’ all the tedious night




Of Life, shall guide my way,




Till I behold the clearer light




Of an eternal day.




Holy Bible, Book divine!




Precious treasure thou art mine!




Lamp to my feet 




And a light to my way




To guide me safely home.

b.
Jesus wrote a letter to us. It is called the Bible.



1.
To the all the work-aholics, who leave no time for a relationship with the Lord,   Jesus writes, Consider the lilies of the field . . . how they grow. They toil not, neither do they spin . . . Seek you first My Kingdom . . . and all the things you need I will give to you (Matthew 6:25-32 ). 



2.
To those sending their life in worry, always fretting about the future and what it may hold for them, Jesus writes, Do not be anxious for tomorrow . . . I will give you whatever you need (Matthew 6:25-32). 



3.
Have you read Jesus' letter to you?



4.
Our first source of nourishment is God's Word.

9.
OUR SECOND SOURCE OF NOURISHMENT IS FOUND RIGHT HERE IN THIS PLACE AND OTHERS WHEN WE COME TOGETHER FOR FELLOWSIP AND WORSHIP.  


a.
After all of the assaults on faith from science and philosophy and the merchants of narcism, why do so many millions of Christians all over this world still make their way each week to the House of God?  It is because here is where we meet God and are renewed in God's grace. 



1.
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from a evil conscience, a nd our bodies washed with pure water.  Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching (Hebrew 10: 22-25).



2.
Worship is an experience that benefits and uplifts us.

 
b.
Worship does not strengthen God, it strengthens us.



1.
Worship is other-directed.



2.
It is directed toward God for His glory and in thanksgiving.



3.
It has a strong corporate element in it.




a.
It reminds us that we are a community of believers.




b.
It reminds us that we are a family.

10.
WE FIND NOURISHMENT IN PRAYER. 


a.
How can we possibly expect to be all God calls us to be if we don't spend some time each day in communion with our Creator?



1.
This may be one of  the reasons why the church of Jesus Christ is being so ineffective in our time.



2.
I was saddened to read that the average religious minister in a recent  survey prays only three minutes each day.




a.
No wonder the church is floundering.




b.
If those of us who are to be leading the church do not keep the lines of communication open to God, how can we hope to lead others closer to God?




c.
I believe that each of us can agree that we need to get down on our knees more often than we do.


b.
Did you know that we are no longer a country which recognizes God.



1.
Gov. Lawton Chiles of Florida is urged to veto a school prayer bill by his top lawyers.



2.
The Article says, “Instead of  a Christian nation under God we are officially now mandated to be a country with no formal recognition of God” (3)


c.
There is power in prayer.



1.
The example of Elijah, I Kings 17-18.



2.
James 5:13-18.

